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INTRODUCTION 
In the February and March 1909 issues of "Spectrum" I wrote two articles on 
national anthems by editorial request. The general title was "Quarter of a 
Century of Watbional Anthems", because at that time I had been a lone collector 
and student of these items ie a, period of 25 years. 

title oe 
The first article was subrseeee "A Tour Round the World" beginning with the 
‘4nvention of national anthems by the British in September, 1745, thanks to the 
Second Jacobite Rebellion and from there tracing the popularity and repercussions 
of the tune in other countries. The tunes of the anthems of other J ands were 
exal fined end in Europe it.was found that the melodies used depended on the 
race of hangs inhabiting those territories. Latin countries like France, ltcly; 
Portugal, otc, invariably use lively Mex Aeon melodies, whereas the Teutonic 


races in Germany, Sweden, Teeland, Denmark, etc, prefer slow majestic tunes 
similar to our own. Slav countries like Russia, Bulgaria and: "Poland possess 


moderate march type anthems intermediated in tempo between Teutonic end Letin 
anthems. Other lands sometimes share the same tune for their national anthens 
if they are racially wlated. Exemples of this are Finland and Estonia (now 
absorbed into the USSR), and also Britain and Liechtenshein (and until 1922; 
Germany). Yugoslavia's Republican Anthem is simost note for note the same as 


that of her fellow-Slav, Poland. 


Even if a country has to change its enthem for political reasons, the same type 
of melody is used for the news national or Party hym. Mm Italy, Portugal, Spain, 
Romania, etc, a martial melody has always been chosen by these Latin countries 
for their national anthen irrespective of whether a royalist, fascist, republican 


* Ai _™ 
or commnist regifve is instituted. 
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The "odd men out" always occur ; and in this case ney are Treland (Eire) and 
the Philippines, both of which have Latin-style anthems. The reason for this, 
it was suggested in the article, was infusion of Latin blood over centuries into 
the territories, neither of which have Latin origins. With Ireland it was 
French, Italian and Spanish blood (including the Armada) >» while the Spanish 


domination of the Philippines for three centuries (Siege aie the infusion for this 


country. 


Reviewing Africa and Asia the situation was found to be more complicated. 
Altaough the Arab bloc were in the main united in snappy martiel tunes, 
complications were provided in that illiteracy in some Asian countries caused 
foreigners to compose the national anthems. In addition, where a country had 
achieved independence from a Colonial Power, the nature cf the melody was 
affected by the race stock of this rower. For example, the British ex-mandates 
Jorcan and Iraq have much shorter end more solid tunes for their National Anthems 
then, say; Syria, Lebanon, Algeria and Tunisia, who were French dominated and 
Libya who was dominated by Italy for a time. These last five nations all have 


martial anthems of quite intriguing melodies. . 


As regards Central and South America it was seen that the anthems of the member 
countries run true to type, ie, possessed Latin styie melodies due to the ex= 
Colonial Powers, Spain and Portugal. Latin flamboyancy ig at its peak in these 


tunes and confers on them great musical charm and beauty of operatic quality 


The article concluded by channelling all these observations into four main guide- 
Vines of advice for anyone intending to compose a national anthem for a newly 


independent states 


The March erticle was entitled "Behind the Scenes" and ‘commenced with how the 
strange interest in national anthetis stemmed from the playing of these items 

for the Allies over the radio in 1940. Methods of obtaining records were then 
described, as it was soon found thet the number of anthems obtainable in Englend 
by simply ordering from retail record stockists was very limited. Further 
procedures included (1) the personal epproach to ee visitors met in the 

s, friends or colleagues who 


course of recreation or work, and to relative 
travelled abrozd on business or holidey. (2) Writing to Embassies, either 
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poured in Communist literature and records to our house for about eight weeks 

anc we were worried unless a Red spy appeared and wanted payment by blowing up 
dock installations! Nothing happened I am glad to say, but I found I coulda't 
read the Cyrillic writing on the records. 1 had to play them all and guesa which 
was the Anthem of the People's Republic - my guess was correct and I was branded 


a national anthem bicodhound! 


On another occasion the British Embassy in Afehanisten sent me the scores of the 
Afghan. Anthem for @ full military band. As i did not have a band of my owm these 
scores Jey idle for if years until the talents and generosivy of Mr Webb and his 
Kast Wooahay Silver Band were placed at my disposal by playing end recording this 


item - this mst surely be 4 unique records 


‘As 2 result of someone not using his imagination I] was once sent en old record. 


acl 


wrapped in brown paper through the post. The resulting pieces lucxily all. had 


sharp edges, so I covld gum them together as a jigsaw puzzle onio a cardboard 
iso under a powerful lens, using ereau precision to get the correct sound tracks 


eontimuous over the fractures. The record would actwaliy play when finished so 


t- 
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T took it to a studio for the melody to be re-recorded on a new disc. avery 
second of effort was worthwhile as this was the old Royalist Anthem oi Romania 


used from 1862 to 1945. ; ; 


(3) Advertising sn the "Gramaphone" magazine, Ll obtained many items in this way; 
and for a brief period corresponded with a temporary second member of a society 


which hes had a membership of one pefore and since. 


The last part of this second article reviewed the infltences which caused national 
anthems to be written. These were (a) patriotism, as sndicated in the composition 
of the British, French and Chilean intnems, (b) money, where winners of national 
competitions were awarded cash prizes, as with the Romanian (Royal), Mexican and 


Uruguayan Anthems - the latter is said to closely resemble part or Donizetti's 


Opera. ene Borgia (1833) suggesting “piracy” of the tune. As the composition h 
SPUGUCN GM b . 2 . ' 
of the Beasties Anthem occurred in 1818 legal proceedings would be difficult! 


as 


(c) cormulsion, where apart from various Imoerial Commands to compose anthems 
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having refused (out of modesty) to write Lhe National Anthem, was throw into 


prison and kept there wntil he had complied with his President's demand. 


Mis occasion is cescribed in the danuary 1970 issue of "Spectrum" 
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The reader has, up to this point, been presented with 5 resumé of the results of 
observations and study on national enthems until the spring of 1969. if his or 
her interest has been kindled by this, reference to the original articles is 


advised. This can be arranged srith the Editor of "Spectrum". 


—__ 


—. 


Ssnce then the advent of a remarkable book of music scores entitled ‘National 
Anthems of the World" by Blendford Press Lid, has provicec new jmpetus to the 


fever. The 3rd Edition at a price of £3 is; in my opinion, worth every penny 


Pos 
Bid 


4 of it - it may be described as the anthem collector's “Bible (by the way, It have 


no shares in Blandford Press Ltd 1) 


This book has certainly filled in a lot of “holes”. Many countries! national 
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anthems remained obseure for severel reasons. It was only a few years ago the 
T was told that the anthems of Paraguay end Ecuador had not been recorded in their 
“mm countries, although they had been adopted respectively in 185 and 1866. ‘This 
can only be due to excessive backwardness or, more likely, lack of interest. ine 
remoteness of lands (like the Peopie‘s Republic of Mongolia) is another reason, ead 
even the efforts of Blendford Press could not unearth any information abou this 


National Anthem. except its musical score. Itis a most haunting melody of W ester 


style for such a remote lend of the East. 


The last reason is the newness of independence coribined possibly with < Lack of 
musical education. In this respect the newer aie emergent countries of Africa 
predominate. Hany of these acquired their independence from Britain and France 
jn the early sixties or mid-fifties, but some of their anthems were not written 
until years after independence and shen took more time to be officially scored, 
recorded, and made available to the public. The reader can appreciate that further 


difficulties arise if the countries concerned have no Embassy or Legation in Britain. 


The contents of the Blandford Press! book made me realise the extent of my ignorance, 
but was encouraging in that their footnotes on various anthems end my Little bits - 
of information gleaned here and there over more than o5 years agreed extremely well. 
T am also honoured to have been able to provide extra 4nformation on sore anthems 
required for the future ith edition of the book. 


The 3rd edition sncludes the words of many national anthems in the avpropriate ¥# 


; 
TO 
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foreign language and aiso iB English (sometimes as a il ee transléviony- apa eat 
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anthems which use different alphabets from ours; there is a phonebic tGXD SO WE 


can sing the correct.sounds in the foreim tongue without sctually reading eny 


of the original words} 
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Through my contact with Blandfords I was put in touch with a professional army 


musician whe provided a number of scores end mech advice for their 1st edition 


(4 960). 


He is also interested in national anthems but from correspondence I have had with 
ye 


him, his interest appears to be mainly in military marches - so I don't think I 
cen reckon om him being another haid-pitten old speciclist Like myself. 


A much more hopeful note has been sounded recently in that an Essex schoolboy 

wants to write an article on national anthems for the school msic class. He 

wants te write from the slant of the origins of the anthems and abouvr old 

Imperialist end Royal anthems of countries which have ceased to be monarchies. 

As the schocl library had a copy of Blandfordts book in it he wrote to Blandford 

Press but they apparently couid not help him as their book deals mainly with 

up-to-date national anthems, and se they referred him to me, 

Other flashes of enccsranement appear from time to time. One hears occasional 

guestions in TY musical quizzes, ang a member of the panel of BPO 2's TV quia 

"ace the Music” a few weeks ago called attertion to the fact that Smetanats 

work "Ma Vlast* in his Moldeva Symphony formed the basis of the Isracli National 
Anthen 

Occasionally a play on television hes international overtones es in which national 


anthems are played, and I have counted as many as three in a single play. 


I need hardly recall that the episodes of the recent television series "War and 
Peace" (Tolstoy) were introduced and concluded by the playing of Russia's old 
Imperial Anthem "Lord God protect the Tsar"{ The encouraging sequel was that 


many people wrote to the BBC enquiring from where the music originated. 


It's an i11 wind that blows nobody arzy good end one advantage of a world divided 
into Capitalist and Commnist camps is that each half produce records of their 
own camp~merbers' National Anthems. In this respect I recently acquired a 
number of recorded anthems played by a Czechoslovak Army Band. These included 
countries. such as Mongolia, Horth Korea and North Vietnam, East Germany and 
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RedgChina. I cannot imagine the anthems of these States being recorded by 


British Military Band as there would be no sale for them in the West. 
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The National Anthem of the People's Republic of Mongolia, which I heard for the 
first time when played by this Czech Army Band, is a beautiful and haunting 
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melody. This led me to the conclusion that many of the ee National 


Anthems would be best sellers on the pop-music market if egrtain arrangements 


1 


were made of some of them, and if the appropriate sentimental cr religious words 


were put to them. 


The Mongolian Anthem could provide the basis of a most romantic song, while the 


Nigerian Anthem would be admirable for a Church hymn ~ indeed, mich cf the Lord's 


Prayer could be put to the misic. fhe Anthem of Syria would provide good music 


for the old dance "The Palais Glide" and so on. 


These remarks mean no disrespect to the countries! Anthems, but are made to show 
what an enormous amount of moical talent there is locked up in them and the 
extremely charming and beautiful melodies which result from this talent. 


Well, readers, this is about all I eam say to you at present, except that if any 
ene of you has had his or her interest stimllated by this, or the preceding articles 
in "Spectrum™ and would iike to folley the study ef national anthems I should be 
only too delighted to provide any further information you may require, if you 


would care to correspond through the good offices of the Editor. 


